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DETAILED ACTION 



This is a first office action in response to application no. 09/653,598 filed on 
8/31/2000 in which claims 1-10 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
60/151,884, filed on 9/1/1999. 



The drawings are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
drawings contain numerous mistakes and inconsistencies with the specification (see 
below for specific examples). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: element "22" described on page 8, line 1 1 (Fig. 16) as an electrooptic layer; 
and element "24" described on page 8, line 13 (Fig. 16) as a second substrate. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "30" and "36" in Fig. 2 have both been used to designate 
image recordable units. 



Drawings 
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The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "40" has been used to designate both camera electronics 
and an image sensor in Fig. 3. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 9 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 9 is not further 
limiting because claim 3 already claims that a photosensitive medium is self-developing 
photosensitive film. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 09/653,598 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2615 

Claims 1-4, and 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stephenson (U.S. Pat. No. 5,802,413) in view of Yamamoto et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 
6,396,565). 

Regarding claim 1, Stephenson teaches an electronic camera (Fig. 1 , element 
10; col. 2, line 35) comprising a camera housing (Fig. 1); an objective lens for admitting 
image-carrying light rays into said camera housing (Fig. 1, element 14a; col. 2, lines 41- 
43); an electronic image acquisition assembly capable of receiving said image-carrying 
light rays and converting said image-carrying light rays into image-encoding digital 
information (col. 2, lines 39-52) and a flat panel LCD display capable of being 
electronically addressed, in response to said image-encoding digital information (col. 2, 
lines 47-52) because electronic addressing is inherent in displaying an image on the 
liquid crystal display. 

Stephenson does not specifically teach that the LCD display is of the reflective 
type to provide in reflected light a reflection image. However, Stephenson does teach 
that the LCD display is of conventional design. At the time of the invention a reflective 
LCD was a conventional design. For example, Yamamoto et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 
6,396,565) specifically teaches using a reflective LCD of the twisted and super twisted 
nematic liquid crystal type (col. 4, lines 29-36; col. 20, line 59-col. 21, line 17) in a 
photographic printing device (col. 4, lines 29-36). As a result, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to configure the 
LCD display of Stephenson as being of the reflection type since such LCD configuration 
is known in the art to be conventional. 
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In addition, Stephenson teaches that the electronic camera comprises 
a receptacle for holding a photosensitive imaging medium (col. 2, lines 53-55); and an 
optical system capable of directing the image off a flat panel display toward a receptacle 
for the imagewise area exposure of a photosensitive imaging medium held therein (Fig. 
2). In the combination of Stephenson and Yamamote et al. f the directed image would 
be a reflected image, reflected off the reflective flat panel display. 

Regarding claim 2, Stephenson teaches the electronic image acquisition 
assembly is a digital area image sensor that is well understood in the art (col. 2, lines 
39-47). Stephenson does not specifically teach that the digital area image sensor is a 
CCD. However, a CCD would have been well understood in the art of digital area 
image sensors at the time of the invention. Official Notice is given that it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use a CCD 
as a digital area image sensor for the image acquisition assembly. 

Regarding claims 3, 6, and 9 Stephenson teaches a receptacle for holding a 
photosensitive medium is a receptacle for holding a cassette of self-developing 
photosensitive film (col. 3, lines 47-48). 

Regarding claims 4 and 7, Yamamoto et al. teaches a twisted nematic flat panel 
LCD display (col. 21, lines 14-16). 

Regarding claim 8, Stephenson teaches a method for recording an image onto a 
photosensitive medium (col. 2, lines 39-55; col. 2, line 64-col. 3, line 3) comprising the 
steps of (a) providing a photosensitive medium (col. 2, line 64-col. 3, line 3); (b) 
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providing a liquid crystal display capable of being electronically addressed to provide a 
image (col. 2, lines 39-52) because electronic addressing is inherent in displaying an 
image on the liquid crystal display. 

Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to provide a reflective LCD display (see the 103 rejection of claim 
1 ) of the twisted nematic or super twisted nematic liquid crystal type (see the 103 
rejection of claim 4). 

Furthermore, Stephenson teaches directing image light onto photosensitive 
medium for the recordation therein of the image (Fig. 2, element 38; col. 2, line 64-col. 
3, line 3). 

Regarding claim 10, Stephenson teaches the photosensitive film comprises a 
flexible substrate onto which is deposited a silver halide emulsion film (col. 2, line 64- 
col. 3, line 3) because a sheet is a flexible substrate. 



Regarding claim 5, the reason for allowance is as follows: the prior art does not 
disclose or fairly suggest an optical system capable of selectively directing the reflection 
image reflected off a reflective flat panel display toward either (a) a receptacle for the 
imagewise area exposure of a photosensitive imaging medium held therein, or (b) a 
reflection image viewer for the viewing thereof by a user of the device. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Jelinek whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4724. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Brian Jelinek 
5/10/2004 




